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Jones says father obsessed 


•r GEORGETOWN, Guyana (AP) — The 
‘son of fanatical cult leader Jim Jones 
■said Tuesday his father was a sick man, 
-a “man obsessed ... a very frightened 
Jinan,” but he was worshipped by women 
'and held enormous sway over his 
jdevoted disciples. 7 
H Stephan Jones, 19, said he and his 
another recently had tried to keep his 46- 
‘year-old father out of the sect’s decision- 
-making process, but he admitted they 
Sailed. 

J: On Jones’ orders, more than 400 
-residents of the jungle camp of the Peo- 
ple's Temple sect committed suicide 
-Saturday. Jim Jones and his wife were 
‘among the dead. 

j “We all here and in the, States are 
’shocked,” the younger Jones told 
‘reporters. “We can’t understand it 
•because it is not our way of life and 
^never has been.” 

* “My entire life I’ve lived to better the 
-lives of people and not to destroy them.” 


The 6-foot-4 Stephan, who came here 
from Jonestown three weeks ago as 
coach of the camp’s basketball team, 
said his major concern nbw is the 
well-being of the survivors, including 
500 or so camp residents who fled into 
the jungle during the mass suicide. 

“The utmost in all our minds is the 
safety of those unaccounted for and the 
safety of the people here,” he said. “I 
want to do all I can to see everybody 
gets a chance to fnd someplace to settle 
down and start over again, if that is at 
all possible.” 

But he said it seems impossible to con- 
tinue the settlement at Jonestown, 150 
miles northwest of here. 

A survivor of the ritual said armed 
men stood in a ring around the Peoples 
Temple settlers gathered by Jim Jones 
for the mass suicide. The cultists drank 
cups of fruit drink laced with cyanide, 
and the witness said at least one woman 


balked but was shouted into submission 
by fellow sect members. 

Had he been in Jonestown, Stephan 
said, he might have been able to talk his 
father out of ordering mass suicide. If 
this failed, he said, he would have stood 
up and discredited and denounced his 
father to try to convince people he was 
wrong. 

The young Jones praised the 
communal life of the camp, but he said it 
was flawed by a growing paranoia and 
the egotism of his father. , 

•“I feel Jim Jones was a man obsessed 
with his own ego and power. There were 
women up there who worshipped him,” 
he said. 

Asked how he thinks history will view 
his father, the younger Jones said: “I 
don’t care. I just hope it doesn’t 
discredit what I have done. I can almost 
say I hate this man for what he has done. 
He has destroyed everythng I’ve lived 
for.” 


Bl confirms cult probe 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — The FBI 
confirmed on Tuesday that its agents 
were investigating rumors that Peoples 
Temple members had plans to kidnap or 
assassinate highranking U.S. officials to 
avenge any harm which might come to 
the cult’s leader, the Rev. Jim Jones. 

“There are the nimors, and some 
death threats have been made, but we 
don’t know whether the threats are from 
cranks or not,” said FBI agent Robert 
Fuller. 

One death threat was reported against 
the son of an aide to Rep. Leo Ryan, D- 
Calif. Ryan was killed in an ambush in 
Guyana near the San Franciscobased 
cult’s settlement. 

Jones’ body was found Monday at the 
settlement, along with the remains of 
more than 400 temple members, the vic- 
tims of a mass suicide. 

The deaths of Jones and his followers 
came after the ambush Saturday at a 
landing strip near the settlement left 
Ryan, three newsmen and a temple 
member dead. 


Ryan’s group was preparing to leave 
after a fact-finding visit to the 
Jonestown commune when fanatic 
followers of Jones opened fire on the 
delegation. 

The FBI said it has known of the con- 
tingency plan for some time, but has 
received new information from defec- 
tors over the past few days. 

Fuller said the information came 
from current and former temple 
members and that the plan called for 
retaliation in the event Jones was ar- 
rested or harmed. 

One death threat was reported to have 
been against Will Holsinger, son of 
Ryan’s administrative aide, Joe 
Holsinger. 

The younger Holsinger had been 
employed by Ryan the past two months 
to investigate the Peoples Temple in San 
Francisco. 

A few hours after the first radio 
reports of the shootings at the landing 
strip, the wife of the younger Holsinger 
received a telephone call saying “Your 
husband’s meal ticket ’ had his head 
blown off and he (Will) might be next.” 

Police were notified and the family 
moved to another San Mateo residence 
which is being guarded by police. 



